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UM TO HOST NEW COLLABORATIVE CENTER FOR ECOSYSTEM STUDIES
MISSOULA—
Scientists, researchers, educators and federal personnel will put their heads together in
a new program that seeks to improve knowledge of resource management issues in the Rocky
Mountains.
As host of a Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit, The University of Montana will be
the axis for a regional effort by institutions of higher education and federal agencies to share
research information and technical assistance. The Rocky Mountain CESU will cover a
territory that stretches between the Canadian and Mexican borders, while three other pilot
CESUs encompass the Colorado Plateau, the Southern Appalachian Mountains and the North
Atlantic Coast.
"Basically, what this means is that we have established a virtual network of over 300
scientists and educators who are doing work in human, aquatic and terrestrial ecosystem
research," said Perry Brown, dean of U M ’s School of Forestry. "We’ll be able to tap into the
best scientists in this region to participate on projects."
The official kick-off of the CESU Network took place Tuesday, June 22, in

-more-

CESU.rl—2
Washington, D .C ., with a founding ceremony hosted by Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt.
UM was selected on the basis of a proposal that highlighted the University’s extensive
commitment to natural resource education and research. UM ’s connections with and the
strengths of its academic partners in the CESU - the University of Idaho, Montana State
University, Salish Kootenai College, Utah State University, and Washington State University - also were key components of the proposal.
Participating schools will be joined by federal agencies that include the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, the Department of Energy, the National Park Service, the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Geological Survey.
"What we have here is a system to do things together and to share resources and ideas,"
Brown said. "The possibilities that this affords are really valuable to us."
The larger purpose of the CESU partnership between schools and federal agencies is to
improve the base of scientific knowledge necessary to manage federal resources. Other effects
are expected to include greater learning opportunities and resources for faculty, students and
federal scientists; improved interagency cooperation; and increased diversity among research
scientists and institutions.
"This is truly an effort in building partnerships and then collaborating in doing the best
possible scientific work to aid in natural resource management," he said.
CESU funding will come from existing budgets. UM will provide space, basic
administrative support and access to University faculty, students, staff and resources. Agencies
will contribute scientific staff and administrative, specific project and program funds.
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The Rocky Mountain CESU’s first task will be to formulate a role and mission
statement, a managers’ committee and an annual work plan.
"The guiding theme for the Rocky Mountain CESU is the integration of scientific
information about change in environments, socioeconomic conditions and culture in the
region," he said. "‘Change’ is the key word. That’s something that this region of the country
is undergoing a lot of right now."
The application process is under way for five additional CESUs that will be established
next year.
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